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BACKROUND

Sport and Cooperation Network Foundation
NGO with consultative status at the United Nations

S

port Network started in 1999 with the aim of supporting
and promoting health education and integration for children
and youth in developing countries. Sport is used as a means
of promoting peace and understanding in areas of conflict and
refugees. Red Sports believes in the importance of sport as a
core activity for human and social development, the values of
effort, teamwork, and perseverance, as well as other social and
health benefits make sport a powerful tool for development. It is
with this belief and passion that Sports Network has carried out
projects in Spain and abroad for over 13 years.
Today, Sport Network has carried out 32 projects and 29
awareness integration in Spain, and has completed over 50
projects in 25 countries in Africa, Latin America and Central
Europe. Awareness programs are conducted mainly in schools,
sports clubs and universities. The purpose of these initiatives is
to demonstrate how sport can help the Genta access to basic
education, health care, promote integration in society and to promote peace and reconciliation in their communities in
developing countries. Integration initiatives promoted intercultural exchange between the population of the host country
and the immigrant community.

CREDITS
GRAPHIC DESIGNERS- Mary Austin & Donatas Jodauga

2

BACKROUND
VISION
Sport helps improve the lives of all people desfavorecidasy helps them to live in dignity, peace and better
opportunities.

MISSION
We work with sports to promote education, health and integration of children and youth in developing countries. In
conflict zones promote sport as a way to peace and understanding.

VALUES
• Joy for life
• Fair play
• Participation and diversity
• Dialogue for peace
• Respect and tolerance
• Passion and commitment to what we do
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1. DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE- Carlos de Cárcer
Dear Friends,
The year of 2013 has been a year of new beginnings and development within
Sport Network, with the alignment of new partnerships with cooperative,
investigative and voluntary institutions, which have been extremely beneficial. All
of the Spanish NGOs have agreed that there is a huge necessity to change our
approach because of the cutbacks in funds for International Cooperation. The
dedication of the majority of social spending to needs within Spain poses problems
for the beneficiaries of our cooperative programs already in place. Spain is the
country of the OECD which has most reduced its international aid. As of 2008,
there has been a seventy percent reduction in aid.
There is a growing tendency within the population to think, “Help here first”
and we agree that we should contribute towards alleviating the suffering experienced by millions of people within
Spain. But, it is also true that this crisis in Spain does not compare to the survival needs in many of the other zones
around the world in which we work. Another consequence to avoid within this crisis is the progressive destruction of
the professional and voluntary network which exists within Spain and in the countries recipient of the help towards
development. A network which organizations such as Sport Network have gone about constructing and providing with
excellent professionals over many years.
Within this general overview, we are filled with encouragement and hope by the United Nation’s proclamation in
2013 of April 6 as “International Day of Sport for Development and Peace”. Almost fifteen years ago our organization
began its pioneering work in Spain, sharing this vision which today has its confirmation in the proclamation of an
international day dedicated to this purpose. In those first days, almost fifteen years ago, many of our friends from the
cooperation sector quickly shared in our vision. Others, on the other hand, saw this as an exoticism and irrelevant.
In our view this establishes categories of human beings; those who are condemned to live on the bare essentials
and those who are not, the latter being among the privileged who can access educational sports, and thus physical,
mental, and social well-being.
To date we have implemented more than 50 programs on four continents. We never cease to promote cooperation,
which offers so much and gives us so much in return. We must urge our politicians to once again take cooperation
into account in the political agenda, in the way in which it deserves. And for those who do cooperate, I infinitely
appreciate the support you offer us and the friends and supporters of Sport Network. We encourage you to continue
pushing for sports for development in order to carry on addressing the many needs of our developing world. Your
support for another year will be fundamental.
Kind regards,

Carlos de Cárcer
Director of Sport Network and Cooperation
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2. United Nations Proclaim April 6
“International Day of Sport for Development and Peace.”

I

n August of 2013 the United Nations proclaimed April 6 “International Day of Sport for Development and Peace”. The
Decision was considered to be a historic milestone, the United Nations bringing to a global audience, the power of sport
as a tool for development and peace. The President of the General Assembly of the ONU, Vuk Jeremic, expressed his desire
for the values of sport to serve as a base to define the objectives of the Millenniums’ goals after 2015. This has led to the
confirmation of our vision, as the first Spanish NGO specializing in sport for development and peace and a pioneer at a
worldwide level, starting our operations in 1999. We want to tell you a little of the role we played within the United Nations
so that the proclamation of the Day of Sport for Development and Peace became a reality.
Sport Network, thanks to being an NGO with consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations
(ECOSOC), has been able advocate for sports having their own day on the international calendar. We have met numerous
times in the Geneva headquarters with the Office of Sport for Sport, Peace, and Development of the United Nations since its
creation; being especially active in the collaborative stages during the tenure of Adolf Ogi, the first Special Adviser on Sport
for Development and Peace in the United Nations.
In 2002 we signed a collaboration agreement with the Spanish Committee for UNICEF for the implementation of joint actions
aimed at the world of sport. We had numerous intensive meetings to start future initiatives to improve our society through
sport that became a very pleasant learning in the beginnings of this organization.
The very movement itself of sport for development and peace has had key milestones. The Conference of Magglingen is
considered to be the starting point of this movement. Sport Network was the only Spanish organization present at this historic
meeting and signatory of the Declaration of Magglingen. We also attended the second Magglingen conference, held in 2005
in the same place.
As a Spanish partner of the United Nations Refugee Agency, between 2009 and 2013, we have carried out with this
Agency two important programs in Algeria and in Cameroon
leaving an interesting footprint for the future development of
sport in the environment of refugees and displaced people.
The experience has been highly valued by all people and
organizations involved.
Also, in 2013 we started the collaboration of the Program
of Volunteers of the United Nations in the development of
aid tasks for our organization, being a very interesting point
of support to fulfil our mission, and which we will continue
advancing and expanding in the coming years.
In the last year we have taken another two steps forward;
attending the Third International Forum about “Sport for
Development and Peace” as the sole Spanish representative
, held at UN headquarters in New York on 5 and 6 June, and
opening the doors to a collaboration with the Program of
Volunteers of the United Nations. This will allow us to further
create opportunities for all volunteers interested in supporting
our mission towards sport in such a way that next year we will
be celebrating the missions’ 15th anniversary. We encourage
you all to celebrate April 6 and experience it every day that you
partake in sports.
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3. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION- Projects carried out in 2013

CAMEROON

Improvement of living conditions for Central African refugees in Cameroon.
REGIONS: Bindia and Boulembe, in Eastern Cameroon.
SPONSOR: Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development (AECID).
FINANCING: AECID, € 200.000
PROJECT PARTNER: ACNUR (Agencia de la ONU para los Refugiados) in Cameroon.

A

fter two years of work our program in Cameroon, supported by AECID, has been carried out with great success. The
project has encouraged the integration of the refugee population of the Central African Republic of Boulembé where
they lived without particular problems but with little interaction with Cameroonians. In 2013, new sports fields were
opened and a primary school that Sport Network had built for the children and youth within the community. From this
moment onward the Boulembé children are able to play peacefully on two soccer fields and a volleyball and netball
court made available by the NGO. The Ambassador of Spain in Cameroon, Ansorena Marcelio Cabanas, who said he
was “proud of the work done by Sport Network and results of the project”, attended the opening of the school and the
pitches. He encouraged the team to continue working for education through sport. Boulembé is a small village in eastern
Cameroon that has about 900 refugees of which 63% (550) are children under 17 and only 74 of them are enrolled in
school.
The project has among its greatest achievements the high participation of young refugees between 13 and 18 years
achieved by the project. Many of them fled the widespread violence that threatens the Republic in Central Africa and found
refuge in neighboring Cameroon, which in turn finds itself in a very precarious situation.
In the community of Boulembé, we have created a group of young leaders in cultural and sports activities to take over the
whole organization of sports programs once the program has been finalized, and they can carry out the activities with the
children in the facilities constructed by Sport Network. It has been shown that sport is not only an activity that promotes
physical improvement, but also provides an escape from a life of violence and crime, promotes social skills, and also
creates friendship bonds. For women, sport is a unique opportunity to express them, develop their assertiveness, and
boost their position in society which is very weak among refugee communities from the Republic of Central Africa. For that
reason one of the fields, more specifically, the small soccer field has been built near the elementary school of Boulembé
in order to encourage the growth of education and discourage school dropout in the 570 students enrolled, of which only
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3. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION- Projects carried out in 2013
74 of them are refugees.
Improving the situation of girls and young women
Most refugee girls and women had never attended school. Those
who had had only attend regulated Koranic schools where they
are taught the basics of Arabic in order to read the Koran. For
this reason, they only speak Fulfuldé and almost no French,
which in result hinders their interaction with the community. Their
tradition does not allow girls close to marriage age (14 years)
to play openly or in public in order to not be considered an unfit
candidate for marriage. When we presented the project idea learning through play – we were initially reluctant to go through
with the project because from an early age girls have had the
responsibilities of adult women and did not know what playing
was. However, when they begin to participate in the dynamics of
the game more and more girls timidly approach, and a smile appears on their faces, which tells us that independently of the
traditions, they continue to be little girls who need to enjoy playing.
Female Tournaments
The project has had events and significant milestones such as diverse soccer and netball Fraternal Tournaments for the
teams created in Boulembé by our program. These have comprised of more than 245 players divided between 15 teams,
with 30 netball players. This has had great repercussions for the whole region, and to date no other NGO has carried
out a village championship on such a scale. During the first meetings we observed several cases of serious disrespect
between referees and players so we decided to spread awareness along with FECAFOOT (Cameroon Soccer Federation)
of violence and sportsmanship to all of the participating teams. Following sensitization, the tournaments saw an increase
of sportsmanship and fair play, which was one of the main objectives of the RDC during the tournaments, including the
integration of the refugee community and harmonious coexistence in the towns and villages.
Sports Tournaments and HIV
These tournaments are composed of two groups of seven teams each, playing on Saturdays on the different sports fields
that Sport Network had built in Boulembé and Bindia as part of the project. The completion of the tournament in two
different groups and fields permits, on the one hand, the participation of a greater number of teams, and on the other
(due to its geographical location), access to a greater number of communities and refugee groups located in eastern
Cameroon. The tournament has received awards for all participating teams and special recognition for the best amateur
tournament.
Sport Network makes the most of the gathering of people at the sports ground before each match to carry out outreach
activities on HIV-AIDS, substance abuse (alcohol, drugs), domestic and gender-based violence, first aid, school
attendance, etc. To do so, participatory and interactive methods are used, involving the public and the players in each
outreach. For the activities on HIV-AIDS, Sport Network has the support of Cameroon Red Cross.

“Sport is a healthy, fun, and dynamic way of raising awareness
within a population of the importance of the dangers of certain risky
practices.”

- Jean Pierre Bounder, Sport Network instructor

Pictures of the inauguration, the fields, the schools, and individual activities in Boulembé are all available
to view on Flickr. http://www.flickr.com/photos/redeporte/sets/72157633260667028/
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3. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION- Projects carried out in 2013

ETHIOPIA

Support for the development of the households producers in the region of Tigray
REGIONS: Mesanu Tabia , Tigray in northern Ethiopia
FINANCING: AECID, € 265.610
LOCAL PARTNER: St. Mary’s Catholic Parish (Diocese de Adigrat) and Resource Office. Local water
management administration.
YEARS CARRIED OUT: 2011-2013

T

he Sport Network project in Ethiopia, in the Tigray region,
aims to increase the productive and human capacities
of 105 producer households -of which 38 are households
with females at the head of the family- through sustainable
growth and diversified production and institutional
strengthening in the villages in the northern region of Tigray;
Mesanu and Mehebereweini.
With an estimated population of 77 million inhabitants,
Ethiopia is the second most populated sub-Saharan country
in Africa, along with Nigeria, and also one of the worlds
poorest. More than half of the population is malnourished,
80% of which live on less than two dollars a day. Within
this context, food insecurity has become one of the
endemic problems that Ethiopian society faces. As a result,
sustainable development of the country has become a national priority, by means of agriculture as the first sector
for development.
Construction of the dam
During 2013, this program of rural development and food security which supports more than 600 people has had
amongst its milestones the opening of the dam in Wukro at the end of the year. This carries the diversion of the
river Agulae through a system of ditches or irrigation channels also constructed by the project, to allow carrying
the Agulae river diversion to a system of ditches and irrigation canals built by the project to bring this indispensable
resource to various community and family agricultural crops more than three kilometers away. The dam and
irrigation channels allow farmers to increase their production from one crop per year, to two, thus multiplying their
income and guaranteeing food security for their families.
Present at the opening ceremony of the dam were representatives of AECID and of the local government, and the
ceremony was carried out with much enthusiasm and dedication on the part of the team deployed on the ground.
The ceremony took place in the assembly hall of the municipality of Agulae with the presence of the mayor,
delegates of the Bureau for the Water Resources of Mekele -whose Office is in Wukro-, representatives of local
authorities from the municipalities of Mesanu, Mehebereweini, Agulae, and representatives of the Youth Bureau
Office of Women and Agriculture Office of the Kilte Awlaelo district. We also had the presence of Father Angel
Olarán (Abba Maluku), founder of the St. Mary School of Agriculture in Wukro. As it could not have happened
any other way, the 105 families benefiting from the project attended the event, which made it the fun, friendly and
relaxed celebration -with dancing and songs- that was left in the memory of all attendees. The event ended with a
traditional Ethiopian coffee ceremony known as the “buna ceremony”, the distribution of drinks and bread among
the beneficiaries, and a dance, of which all the farmers and other participants enjoyed traditional Ethiopian music
and dance.
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3. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION- Projects carried out in 2013
Three kilometers of irrigation channels
The construction of the three kilometers of canals was
made possible with the help of local beneficiaries, who
contributed their services in the mining process along
with transport to the construction site. The Wukro Office
of Water Resources, the local partner for this activity,
contributed their technical supervision and cement. RDC
is responsible for the entire skilled workforce, which
ensures that the channel transports water from the dam
to the fields that lie downstream.
During these months the Sport Network team has had
the invaluable assistance of civil engineer Juan Manuel
Sebrango. He has been overseeing the work, improving
the designs, producing those of a higher quality,
coordinating the work with a team of local engineers,
and above all, providing much effort and enthusiasm. Every day for six months, with abundant rainfall in the
summer and the scorching sun during the dry season, Juanma has been on site to supervise the works and make
technical recommendations with great professionalism. This great work has helped us to improve the viability of the
project and ensure long-term sustainability of the structure.
Special care for women
This project has trained and empowered female heads of households, increasing their access to the market to
sell their products at a fair price. This minimizes their vulnerability, which is accentuated by numerous family,
social, and economic burdens. This focus on gender has a direct effect on the continuity of the project since
30% of the farmers are women (34 producer households). However, households headed by women are also
those which produce the lowest amount of produce, and so Sport Network seeks to increase productivity through
seed distribution programs. However, the creation of a cooperative formed solely by female heads of households
contributes to their empowerment as a way out of poverty, as they can more efficiently manage the production and
marketing of their crops.
Training to ensure the program’s sustainability
In the last few months of 2013, training sessions for farmers were carried out. 105 beneficiaries attended theoretical
and practical classes, the latter of which were given on the plots in Agulae. The aim is to improve agricultural
techniques to improve both the quality and the quantity of the produce, and to promote good water management for
irrigation of the land. Amongst those leading training sessions were farming outreach workers from the regions within
which the farmers live. The fact that local experts themselves participated in training is significant for various reasons.
Not only because they are the ones who best know the unique features of the lands, but also because it empowers
them and gives them greater authority, building good relationships with the beneficiary farmers in their regions.

“When you work on a Project, especially one as nice as this, any
benefit to the community becomes a reward for the beneficiaries and
partners who implement the Project, not only because we see it as
our own work, but as our vocation.”

- Marta Aboud, Project Coordinator
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3. DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION- Projects carried out in 2013

CAMEROON

Construction of a multifunctional sports center and school sports programme in
Bindia
REGION: Bindia and Boulembe
SPONSOR: US Embassy in Cameroon
AMOUNT: € 21.500
PROJECT PARTNER: Sport Network Cameroon and the School of Bindia

T

he US Embassy in Cameroon
supported our organization
in 2013 with the endorsement
of a project aimed at improving
access to education for the
refugee population through
sport; understanding this to
be as a means of improving
education, transmission of
values, and social cohesion. To
do this, Sport Network will get
underway with the construction
of sports fields near the
elementary school of Bindia.
They will also train school
teachers in methods for teaching
sport and physical education.
In September 2013, Beatriz
Gómez, Coordinator of Sport
Network of Cameroon, received
from the US Ambassador, Robert
P. Jackson, and a grant worth $25,000 under the “Julia Taft” program. The objective of the grant was to support
the refugees in the process of adapting to their new life in Cameroon. The program is named in honor of Julia
Taft (1942-2008), a humanitarian worker and activist who held senior positions within the US government
as Director of the Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance and Assistant to the Secretary of State for Population,
Refugees, and Migration. She devoted much of her career to promoting the rights of refugees. Sport Network was
the only organization in Cameroon in 2013 to receive this grant.
Bindia has a primary school built by Sport Network, around which different activities will be developed. It is
expected that this year 800 children, 300 of which are refugees, will attend the school. Today, the community
of Bindia hosts more than two thousand refugees. The new project will boost its interaction with the local
population.
You can see a video of the Project at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbq28gal6kE
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3B. MICRO PROJECTS

1. HEALTH SUPPORT IN ZAMBIA

O

ne of our goals is to strengthen preventive and curative healthcare in the City of Hope, against infectious and
endemic diseases within the area. The construction of a dispensary clinic will guarantee the students at the City
of Hope school, which by 2014 will have 2,5000 young people enrolled, access to both preventative and curative
basic healthcare, so necessary in the area. In 2013 it was possible to establish the first health care program with
volunteer healthcare specialists sent to the City of Hope by Sport Network; work that will continue for years to come.
Besides provision of these clinics, health education workshops will be organized for preventative health and
hygiene. The clinic’s practices are complemented by sports to strengthen the immune system and general health
of the young people in the City of Hope and other surrounding neighborhoods. This project has been supported by
the Aguirre School in Madrid and the Catalan association Jambo, which has inspired many solidary activities in
Catalonia to support our project.
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3B. MICRO PROJECTS

2. STRENGHTHING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH
SOCCER IN INDIA

S

port Network has been able to work in India in 2013, for the first time together with the association YFC Rurka
Kalan. Both organizations form part of the Streetsoccerworld network. The program that we have put in place
aims to reach out to more than twelve thousand children in ten villages in the Punjab region, using sport to develop
social, emotional, and physical skills.
Sport Network has sent technical staff, experts in soccer and sports, to India to carry out the development activities
outlined in the program written by both organizations. In 2013 we have methodically organized sports trainings,
tournaments, and various workshops focused on the issues that most affect young Indians, such as employability,
education, gender, and drug use. Sport Network and Rurka Kalan share the conviction that sport can be a useful
tool for both human and social development.
The program has also had the support of the Royal Spanish Sports Club (RCD Espanyol) and Getafe FC, donating
high quality sports equipment, mainly kits and soccer balls to develop soccer related activities.

“This Alliance will mark the start of a new era of development that will benefit
the poorest children, offering them a more sustainable lifestyle through soccer.
We hope that this collaboration reaches a new level which allows us to fight
for a better world.”
- Gungarmal Das, Executive Director of YFC
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3B. MICRO PROJECTS

3. SUPPORT FOR SPORTS EDUCATION IN MALI

S

port Network, in collaboration with the company Africaclub and the Community of Madrid, has launched a
sports program in Mali, together with the Salesians from the Pére Michel Centre, located in Bamako. Training
activities and sport-education tournaments are aimed towards young Catholic and Muslim communities in a
predominantly Muslim country. However, within this country there is a general mood of harmonious coexistence,
aided by the actions and projects of groups such as Sport Network. Mali has been affected, especially in the north,
by extremist groups which threaten the peace and security of the country. However, this in no way resembles its
historical trajectory, as Mali has been, and is, a prime example of the peaceful coexistence of a mix of cultures.
Our project has transported a truck full of mostly second hand sports equipment donated by many different clubs
and federations from Spain, travelling by road across Algeria, Morocco, Mauritania, and Mali to reach its final
destination in Bamako. Once in Mali, we have started programs of education, and of strengthening and developing
the youth community, through soccer, basketball, and volleyball. These programs were aimed at boys and girls
between eight and sixteen years old.

4. SPORTS PROGRAMME IN ZAMBIA

S

port Network Zambia, through the Sport for Social Change Network (SCCN), has received more than 600 Nike
branded kits and pieces of sports equipment, to serve 400 children who participate in our sports program for
education, health, and integration, to be used in the City of Hope, Zambia.
Sport for Social Change Network is based in South Africa, and opens its doors to many other African entities, with
the aim of exchanging practices and fostering collaboration between the member organizations, orientated towards
promoting and strengthening the development of inclusive sport in Africa. Sport Network Zambia, the base of our
organization in Zambia, has been a member of the Sport for Social Change Network since 2012.
Our sports program promotes the inclusion of young and teenage girls in sporting activities, run by our young
leaders and accompanied by an active education which favors participation, integration, and the learning of life
skills. The most frequently played sports are; soccer, basketball, volleyball, and netball.
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5. SCOUTS SPORTS CAMPS IN CAMEROON

S

port Network, in collaboration with Scouts de España, has been able to set up educational camps and activities
in Cameroon, combining the scouting approach with that of Sport Network. The project was approved by the
Asamblea Scout de España (Spain’s scouting assembly). Their associations decided to financially and logistically
support the Sport Network Cameroon program, for which we signed a collaboration agreement between both
institutions. It is important to mention the Scouts de Extremadura, the association that presented our candidature
for the award, competing with those of the rest of the autonomous communities in Spain.
Sport Network has had the support of a Spanish Scout group in various ways for several months in Cameroon.
They carried out sports camps and games with the children of Boulembé and Bertoua, Cameroonians and Central
Africans. Our team held very interesting meetings with the leaders of the Scouts of Cameroon to plan a long-term
collaboration.

6. CRICKET PITCH IN ZAMBIA

N

ot many children in Lusaka, Zambia’s capital will have played cricket. Some have heard of it, but without
knowing the rules very well. With the intention of introducing an original and new sport into the the City of Hope
community, Sport Network has joined forces with the Madrid Cricket Club and the International Cricket Council to
build a cricket pitch in this South African country..
With the introduction of this new sport, boys and girls have a starting point for learning about equality, based on
what they have learnt from playing sports. This promotes the participation of women since there are no gender
stereotypes in this practice. The Muslim communities living in Lusaka are invited to join in with activities taking
place on the pitch, some of which, especially the Pakistanis, are more familiar with cricket. The sports equipment
will be kept in the City of Hope so that the community can continue to enjoy playing the sport.
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7. SPORTS PROGRAMME IN PERU

S

port Network has
collaborated on a project
carried out together with
the NGO S.O.S. Peruanitos,
which works is Trujillo,
Peru. Through alternative
school programs, the needs
of children are met who
are living in situations of
extreme poverty, violence,
moral abandonment, and
emotional problems, in
other words, those at risk
of social exclusion. The
program is focused on the
teaching of reading, writing,
math, English, art, personal
hygiene, values, and ethics.
In order to provide the children with skills, education, and self-esteem, the program focuses on the future integration
of the children into the formal education system. The involvement of families is encouraged in the education of
the child through weekly meetings and various workshops which allow an empowerment of the family unit. Sport
Network has actively participated in the sport element of the program.

8. TOURNAMENTS FOR AWARENESS AND THE PROMOTION
OF FEMALE SPORTSMANSHIP IN CAMEROON

T

he International School of Madrid has supported Sport Network in carrying out a sports project that took place
in August 2013. It conducted the first female netball tournament on the sports fields built by Sport Network
in Boulembé. The tournament was held in two stages, in which teams from three different villages (Boulembé,
Daiguene and Moinam) participated. The first phase was a round robin in which each team had the opportunity to
play against the other two. At this stage we were accompanied by the NGO Cameroon ASSEJA who took advantage
of the presence of young girls to raise awareness of sexual exploitation and trafficking, which was very well
attended. The final phase took place on the last Saturday between the teams from Daiguene and Boulembé, who
played a very close game with a score of 2-0 to Boulembé.
Until recently netball was an unknown sport in Cameroon, created especially for girls, though more and more boys
decided to take part. The sport is derived from basketball, physical contact is not allowed and the ball must not
bounce between passes. To score a goal the ball must be shot into a basket hoop without a backboard. When
training began, many of the players were completely unaware of the game and its rules. And so, every Monday
and Wednesday, the Sport Network coaches held training sessions for two hours each day. This resulted in the
tournament being played at a high level, and the level of sportsmanship even higher.
It was particularly appropriate to set up a netball tournament as first and foremost it is a team sport where
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sportsmanship is the foundation of the whole game: to get to the basket and shoot you always need to rely on a
partner; you cannot advance without passing the ball. So, to get from the court to the basket to score, the ball must
be passed from one player to another; individual players lose power in netball.
Furthermore, while in training we have been able to use the power of sport to transmit values of team play and
companionship. At first, the girls were reluctant to divide themselves into teams with players from other villages.
However, in recent training sessions, they are now the ones who organized the mixed teams. Lastly, we have
strengthened the leadership of the captains. During the tournaments, before each game, each captain stood at
the head of his/her team and led the warm-up that they had previously learned in training and, along with the
rest of the team, carried it out together. They also had to organize the team during the match. Boulembé came
out as the winning team in the tournament. However, because of increased levels of achievement towards better
sportsmanship and signs of fair play, we can safely say that all of the teams were champions; and that is the
magic of sport.
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9. PROMOTION OF SPORT IN ETHIOPIA

O

ur work in Ethiopia gives support to rural development and, as a part of this, promotes sport, especially
amongst the youngest members of the community. This strengthens the cohesions in the community and the
quality of education in Wukro. In 2013, we have once again supported the program which we set up in 2010 by
constructing the Sport Network Sports Centre in Wukro, and by creating groups of sports managers. The “Summer
Together” activities, which are held in the summer time,
have special relevance for the program.
On this occasion, Sport Network have travelled to
Ethiopia to give sports materials, donated by UEFA and
other benefactors, to the center which manages the
Wukro Social Development Program. The presentation
of these items took place in the Wukro Centre, which
gives social, psychological, and monitoring assistance
to seven hundred orphaned children in the area.
Attending the ceremony were D. Berhane Towalda,
director of the center, the expatriated coordinator of
Sport Network in Ethiopia, and various social workers,
councilors, organizers, teenagers and children.
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4A. CONFERENCES ORGANIZED BY SPORT NETWORK

INTERNATIONAL MEETING “SPORT: ENGINE FOR
DEVELOPMENT AND SOCIAL INCLUSION”

O

n 11th and 12th April, Sport Network organized the international meeting “Sport: Engine for Development and
Social Inclusion” at the Faculty of Sport Sciences and Physical Education (INEF) in Madrid.

The first day was devoted to sport and international development cooperation. At the opening table the first
speeches were read by Ignacio Refoyo, Dean of the Faculty of INEF; Javier Goizueta, Cooperation Manager of the
Community of Madrid and Carlos de Cárcer, Manager of Sport Network and Cooperation. Maria Casas, coordinator
of the conference, did an excellent job throughout the event.
The first day of the meeting opened with the paper “The Community as a Changing Tool. A Case Study: Ethiopia”
presented by Jesus Gabaldon. Afterwards, Maria Martin presented the “Manual of Physical Education for local
leaders in the Saharaui Settlements” about the programs of our organization in the Tinduf settlements. During the
break Sport Network’s documentary “A Two Way Gift”, filmed in Sudan, was shown. Finally, Maria Cabrini presented
the results and development of the project “Improvement in the quality of the lives of central African refugees in
Cameroon through education, sport and income generating activities”, which we are carrying out in that country.
On the second day, we set up some workshops on collaboration with Michael Hopkins from the University
of Geneva on “Cooperative Social responsibility in sport and collaboration projects”. Then we moved on to a
presentation by Laura Remesal on a project for the promotion of sport among the European population. Finally,
Javier Dura, president of the Observatory against Racism and Xenophobia; Esteban Ibarra, president of the
Movement against Intolerance and Salvador Rodriguez Moya, author of the book “Black Card to Racism” delivered
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a panel discussion of the upmost
interest about “Social inclusion
and the fight against racism in
sport”.
The International Meeting
displayed a large format
photography exhibition of the
Sport Network programs in
Cameroon, which were very much
enjoyed by all those who attended.
During the breaks and at the end
of day catering was offered to
all those present at the meeting
and an exhibition and sale of fair
trade objects and handicrafts was
organized by Sport Network. INEF
Madrid made the International
Room available thanks to our
collaboration agreement signed in
2011. At the end, a survey was
carried out among the attendees. The majority of them were completely satisfied with the meeting. This has been a
great encouragement for all the members of Sport Network.
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING “RACISM,
DISCRIMINATION AND DIVERSITY IN SOCCER”

O

n 25th October 2013 Sport
Network organized the
International Meeting “Racism,
Discrimination and Diversity in
Soccer”.
The meeting has formed part of
the weeks of FARE “soccer people”
activities, with the support of Soccer
Network against racism in Europe
–FARE network, the Community of
Madrid and INEF of Madrid. One of
the objectives of this meeting is to
promote discussion on the present
situation, share ideas and build
networks for future activities in our
fight against racism in sport.

Speakers at the conference
include academics, junior soccer
organizations, soccer clubs and a former professional soccer player. The meeting was opened with brief speeches
by Antonio Rivero Herraiz, dean of INEF; Andrew Bonich, director of Extratime and Carlos de Cárcer, director of
Sport Network.
During the first session Salvador Rodriguez Moya talked about racism and discrimination in Europe nowadays, with
an emphasis on Spain. Salvador had collected together some very interesting experiences in his book “Black Card
to Racism”, a benchmark in the history of the fight against racism in soccer.
Piara Powar, manager of FARE Network and Paul Elliott, ex professional soccer player, generated a very interesting
discussion on the existing measures to fight discriminatory behavior in soccer. Paul drew on his personal and
professional experience, having been raised in a first generation immigrant family during a time when racism and
discrimination were a much more predominant issue in the United Kingdom than they are today. Paul Elliott was
the first black captain in the Premier League with his team Chelsea F.C. Paul stated that “respect for equality is a
fundamental basic human right” asserting that “if racism would not be tolerated in any workplace; it should not be
tolerated in soccer either”. He made reference to the racist incidents which are becoming more and more common
in soccer matches in Eastern Europe. He also emphasized the importance of “zero tolerance penalties at the highest
level and education, behavior models and leadership at the lowest level”. Piara Powar explained the importance of
avoiding simplifying the situation by suggesting that one country is more racist than another. She emphasized how
important it is to work together and learn from others. She also echoed Paul’s comments that “we are all united in
this fight”.
After lunch, Cristina Diaz (Royal Spanish Soccer Federation), Jose Antonio Cuetara (Getafe FC), Pepe Benitez
Muñoz (Colectivo CEPA), Roberto Lopez (SOS Racism) and Carmen Arias (Extratime) took part in a panel
discussion.
The speakers emphasized the importance of basic education in sport as an important means of facing problems
of racism and discrimination in soccer. Everybody agreed that to be able to fight racism, wider cooperation is
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needed and this is where the role of the media
is crucial. Roberto stated that the present
economic crisis has added to the problem, as
many people are searching for those to blame,
and often they believe that those people lie
among the immigrant population.
Studies of cases of Integration through soccer
Wilson Gómez Meneses spoke about his
personal experience as junior soccer referee and
suggested that soccer can show the best and
worst in people. Rubén López and Olga Morla
shared their experience of the organization of
“The intercultural female soccer tournament
between Morocco and Spain”. Noemí García
Arjona presented her research on the social and
cultural integration of young immigrants in Paris
and Madrid.
The meeting enjoyed important media coverage and welcomed speakers and specialists on sport and integration.
Being aware that attending the meeting could be difficult for some people for logistical, geographical, and
economic reasons, a live tweet was set up. Thanks to this, those who were interested were able to ask questions
in real time. Courtesy of UEFA all attendees received a t-shirt with the slogan “Unidas contra el Racismo (United
against Racism)”. Take a look at our Flickr to see the photos of the meeting.
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4B. SPORT NETWORK AT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS
Third International Forum on “Sport for Peace and Development”.
United Nations, New York, June 5-6 2013

T

he UN Office on Sport for Development and Peace,
held an international conference in its New York
headquarters to debate the role of governments, Olympic
Committees, NGOs and the world of sport in general, in
the power of sport to encourage peace and development.
The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ban Kimoon, and the President of the International Olympic
Committee, Jaques Roge attended the conference,
in which the existing advances achieved by some
organizations and countries were presented.
Sport Network was present, being able to discuss
the advances and challenges to be faced in this
area in the coming years with other organizations
and representatives. In the Final Statement of the
Conference, the Secretary-General of the United Nations
stated that “sport, as a universal language, has the
power to promote respect for diversity, tolerance, and
fair play. It also has the power to inspire, particularly
amongst children and young people”. Furthermore, he
acknowledged that “although sport itself is not capable
of resolving social problems or conflicts; sport, physical
activity and play can prove to be very successful for
development, education and health, thus co-creating a
culture of peace”.

“ACCESS, Sixth International Conference on Accessibility”
United Arab Emirates, ministry of Interior. Abu Dhabi. 16-18 April 2013.

S

port network was invited to Abu Dhabi by the
Governmental Organization Zayeb for Humanitarian
Care and Special Needs with a view to show our
different developmental and humanitarian involvements
with the disabled populations in countries such as the
Democratic Republic of Congo, or the Sahrawi camps
in Tindouf. In the paper “Inclusive sport in the projects
of Sport and Cooperation Network”, we show examples
and approaches using sports and games to include
those both physically and mentally disabled, through
sport. The Zayed organization is one of the most
outstanding in the area of inclusion for the disabled
population in the Middle East.
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European Union. Conference “Equality in Sport”.
Vilna, Lithuania. 3-4 December 2013

S

port Network was invited by the European Union to Vilna (Lithuania) to take part in the conference “Equality in
Sport”. The aims of this conference were to impulse and harmonize those policies which promote gender equality
in the field of sport within the territory of the Union. We have participated in this conversation with sports federations,
representatives of government agencies, and various bodies that promote both sport and equal rights for men and
women.
Within the European Union, there still remains significant room for improvement on the policies of equality in sport,
in representativeness in clubs, sports governing bodies, and media presence of women’s sport, not to mention equal
pay, albeit this last point has more to do with market laws than those proposed in national and European parliaments.
Equal rights are the main issue still to be resolved in many societies. Out of respect for diversity, we are working
towards an inclusive society, profoundly respectful of the role of women.

“Forum for Sport and Peace”.

Dubai, 23-24 April 2014

S

port Network attended the forum held in Dubai to debate the power of sport as a tool for the promotion of peace
and to encourage contact and the exchange of best practices and experience among organizers, sports people
and sports federations. Sport Network had the opportunity to share its projects for the promotion of peace through
sport and exchanged ideas with leading figures, such as the Al-Ayoub sisters who use fencing as an educational
tool, and the French soccer player Christian Karembeu, ambassador of the forum and participant in different
solidarity actions all over the world.
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Second International Soccer Psychology Conference (CIPAF).
4-6 April 2013. Gandia, Spain.

T

he town of Gandia welcomed over 300 sports psychology specialists, more specifically those working in relation
to soccer, to the CIPAF conference. Sport Network was invited to give a presentation about our organization.
Twenty-five of the most outstanding international sport psychologists attended the conference, including Dan
Abrahams, Pedro Almeida from Benfica FC, Regina Brandao from the Brazilian national team, Caterina Gozzoli
from Milan FC, and from Spain Patricia Ramirez, David Llopis, Maria Ruíz de Oña, Ricardo de la Vega, Joaquín
Dosil and David Boillos.
Coaches, managers and soccer players such as Xevi Marcé, manager of the Barcelona FC Academy, Benito Floro,
Quique Hernández and former players such as Rufete and López Vallejo had the opportunity to participate over
the course of the three days. They were distributed across 15 discussion and presentation panels, and 8 practical
workshops. Sport network contributed towards the success of the conference by setting up a stand displaying
information about our organization. Additionally, we made it possible for the Spanish international soccer player,
Marcos Sena, to attend the conference as well as providing recording equipment to shoot a documentary on the
conference.
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5. INTEGRATION ACTIVITIES

VI Basketball Mini World Cup for Integration

T

he VI Mini World Cup for Integration, organized by the FEB Foundation and Sport Network and Cooperation, had
the participation of twelve teams from four continents. The Dominican Republic ended up being the winning
team, playing with a high level of competitiveness, especially in the men’s team. They also won the female
category. In the final match, they beat the Swedish team 107-56. The third prize on the podium, the bronze medal,
was claimed by the Venezuelan team after having beaten the Moroccan team.
Sport network, together with Fernando Romay from the Spanish Basketball federation, and officials from the
Community of Madrid among others, were present at the awards ceremony. Sport Network has taken part in each
one of the Basketball Mini World Cup for Integration tournaments. This has been a successful collaborative project
between the basketball Federation and our organization.

Twenty 20 Cricket Integration Sessions. Madrid.

D

uring the month of April, the Street 20 arrived on the streets of Madrid. Street 20 is a hybrid sport that comes
from a type of cricket called Twenty2.0. Sport network, in collaboration with Madrid Cricket Club, Madrid
United Cricket Club and the Bangladesh-Spain Association organized some ‘Street20’ activities in the Lavapiés
neighborhood of Madrid. This district has the greatest intercultural mix within the capital. The day was a great
opportunity for the children and young people living in Madrid to play cricket and for the majority of them it was
their first experience of the sport. This variety of cricket is good fun and inclusive; teams are made up of 6 players.
Each new player has twenty bowls, each full of tension given that a match can be won within the first four.
The day was a gathering of cultures and nationalities; teams were comprised of players from Bangladesh, England,
Ireland, Pakistan, Scotland, Spain and Sri Lanka. This sport has been acclaimed as a powerful tool to change lives
all over the world. Street 20 is a mixed-sex sport that promotes team work and is open to people that play at every
level, from beginner to advanced.
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Discrimination in sport. A comparative study of 11 European countries.

D

uring 2013 we have been carrying out some research
sponsored by Nike and the King Baudouin Foundation
Belgium, targeted at over 600 young Spanish students in
six secondary schools, on their awareness of racism and
integration in the classroom. The survey was carried out
via questionnaires, videos showing examples of different
behaviors, and integrative and discriminatory situations
in sport were discussed. This proved to be very useful in
finding out their awareness and reactions to these types of
situations. Several visits to schools were made and their
students, having received instructions from our team, filled
out most of the information online.
At the same time, we carried out participatory evaluations
with instructors and teachers who have taken part in
Sport Network’s integration programs. The assessment
team was composed of five members of our organization.
This interesting work will serve to design future sport
and integration policies produced by European sports
organizations.
Sport Network has been selected as an assessment
body having obtained financial support from three
integration programs in Spain, granted by Nike and the
King Baudouin Foundation. The full report can be seen by
clicking here:
http://www.kbs-frb.be/uploadedFiles/2012-KBSFRB/05)_Pictures,_documents_and_external_sites/12)_
Report/2014_SUSU_Discrimination_In_Sport.pdf

“United Against Racism” Campaign

S

port Network in collaboration with UEFA has carried out a campaign targeted at over 14 soccer clubs with
immigrant players of African, Latin American and Central European origin, to promote a message of unity
against racism. We have handed out t-shirts and sport equipment with a logo that encourages respect for the
game, for rivals and an intercultural society. Over 400 t-shirts, thermal flasks, badges and stickers were distributed.
There are many small scale leagues –especially soccer ones- made up of teams whose members belong to the
same nationality. The aim of our organization is to avoid small ghettos and encourage interculturality as a means
of enrichment at every level. This campaign has become a reality thanks to UEFA, an organization with whom Sport
Network has been closely collaborating since 2007, Royal Spanish Sports Club (RCD Espanyol) and Getafe FC.
These last two organizations have donated high quality soccer balls and t-shirts towards the development of the
campaign.
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6. AWARENESS-RAISING ACTIONS
Solidarity Events at Club de Campo Villa de Madrid

I

n December, a number of activities were organized
at Club de Campo Villa de Madrid to raise
awareness in the club’s members. Sport Network
volunteers carried out several educational activities
addressed at young people and their families. We
began a campaign to collect hockey equipment,
which later on would be used to promote activities
related to this sport in the countries where we work.
This campaign was carried out in collaboration
with the association Aude Malawi, dedicated to the
use of hockey to support the young community of
Malawi.
Our volunteers carried out educational activities
using an African mural, where they painted the
children’s faces imitating some African cultures.
We began learning how to play hockey and held a
charity stall selling homemade cakes and fair trade
crafts.

The outcome was very satisfactory. We collected over 160 hockey sticks (fifty of them given by the Federación
Madrileña de Hockey (Madrid’s hockey federation)) and lots of sports equipment, ranging from sport shoes to T
shirts. The equipment would be sent to Cameroon and Malawi, where a mixed hockey team was being formed with
a view to encourage education through sport. Teams from the school Club de Campo participated in the event, as
well as a number of professional players, such as the Spanish national team goalkeeper Chus Rosa who has also
supported Sport Network on other occasions.

Christmas Campaign with Sports Café

I

n December, the restaurant chain Marca Sports Café
collaborated with Sport Network on a campaign to collect
sports equipment, donated by their customers, for our
projects in Mali and Senegal. Between 17th February and
6th January all the people who visited the four restaurants
in Madrid and Santander had the opportunity to donate
new or second-hand sports equipment, an excellent
way of giving a gift from all of our Spanish friends. All
the donators enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal, whilst
receiving information at the same time.
The restaurants had been decorated with informative
material about our organization: at the entrance to the
restaurant, on the paper tablecloths, and in the area
designated to the sports equipment. The campaign also
had strong coverage on our social networks.
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IV Charity Race “Run, run for Zambia” Aguirre Schools.

T

he Sport Network activities in the
schools in Aguirre have been
twofold: firstly, we have set up
over 200 solidarity workshops and
talks with schoolchildren. Children
are our future and, accordingly,
it is very important to teach them
the importance of solidarity in our
society. In a series of talks we have
explained with the aid of pictures
and a few words what life in Africa is
like, in order to bring children closer
to their own reality. Additionally,
the children were taught to make
their own soccer balls, in the same
way African children make them,
using old plastic, scrap paper and
tape or cords. Finally, a soccer
championship was organized and
played with the soccer balls they had
made.
Secondly, we organized a charity
race. Boys and girls from the Aguirre schools have done their part by organizing a charity race which has been a
complete success, mostly thanks to the excellent work of Manuela Voos, alma mater of this event. Many parents,
relatives, children, teachers and friends took part in this race. The youngest children went first, completing several
laps, followed by the other six primary school classes. The sponsors (uncles, aunts, cousins, friends, etc.)
committed themselves to paying an amount of money for each lap completed. The children ran enthusiastically and
gave their all to complete as many laps as possible. The money collected was symbolically donated in a beautiful
check, designed by the families. The race had been a success. We have been able to start a charity project in
Zambia, whose aim is to fight the most common diseases among the young population in the area, mostly related
to poor living conditions, such as malaria, parasites and skin infections.

International Trade Show for Fitness FIBO. Award for the best sporting NGO.

S

port Network has been the solidarity organization invited to the International Trade Show for Fitness FIBO,
between 22nd and 25th May, held in the Fair trade Center at Casa de Campo in Madrid, whose slogan was
“sport contributes to a healthy life and reduces the risk of chronic diseases”. On their information stand, Sport
Network showed that sport is the best tool to build up self-esteem, encourage conciliation, tackle traumas, promote
gender equality and strengthen physical, mental and social wellbeing in the community, new concepts for the
majority of the attendants at the FIBO trade fair.
On 24th May Sport Network was acclaimed and rewarded for its work in the promotion of sport, health and social
integration for the most underprivileged young people. On receiving the award the Sport Network representative
said that “it is a cause for great joy for us that our work over the last 14 years has been acknowledged by the
prestigious Fitness trade fair. This is a great encouragement for us in continuing our work.”
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Solidarity events at the Madrid International School Bazaar.

I

n June, an international bazaar has been held at the Spanish International School in La Moraleja. Sport Network
has been invited to take part as a charity organization. We set up an information stand with information about our
projects. We put on sale handicrafts, intercultural music, postcards, food and high-class confectionery presented by
Santa Eulalia for Sport Network. Our volunteers carried out workshops on African soccer and organized matches for
the youngest children on a small soccer field set up with mobile goal posts.
Over 20 nationalities were represented at this event and we had the opportunity to learn about their cuisine and
culture. Activities such as concerts and gymkhanas were organized, contributing to an unforgettable day for all of
us. For its part, the Spanish International School raised money to start up a sport micro project in Cameroon and
gave away a large amount of sports equipment, which would be used in sporting activities in different countries.

Fair Trade Fair Market.

T

he town of San Sebastian de los Reyes organized their first Fair Trade Fair in May as an initiative of the Council
and the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) at the Dehesa Boyal sports center.

Sport Network didn’t want to miss this opportunity and was present with its charity stand, which showed
craftsmanship brought over countries where our solidarity projects are in place. Additionally, we put paintings on
sale from Tanzania by a group of artists who Sport Network has been sponsoring since 2005, closely following the
marketing criteria that the trade fair requires. Since 2005 we have been helping several families from Tanzania, for
whom our help really makes a difference.
The attendants were not only interested in the products, but also in their origin and the projects carried out in those
countries. Their interest is proof that despite our western economic crisis, we are still interested in the future of those
countries whose economic development is much slower than in the West and whose worries is not how to make
ends meet, but day to day survival. Initiatives like this make it possible that cooperation towards development stays
alive.
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Photography exhibition “Portrait of Childhood in Zambia”.

I

n October, the exhibition ‘Portrait of Childhood in Africa’ was held in a multipurpose room at La Estación del
Espinar in Segovia. El Espinar tennis club and Helicon Studio showed through images taken from our projects
a vision of the youth in Zambia and their ways of life. Those pictures are the result of Miguel Vicente Arribas’
experience, leader of Club Espinar and volunteer with Sport Network in Zambia. Thanks to the support of Jovenes
Solidarios of the regional government of Castilla y Leon.
15 large scale pictures were exhibited, through them we were able to witness the way of life of some of the young
people photographed whilst going about their everyday activities and leisure time. The pictures were put on sale
and the money raised was donated to charity work. Also bracelets and ethnic handicrafts workshops were set up
for the children, teenagers and families attending the exhibit.
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7. RESEARCH PROGRAMMES
Development of the “Manual for the Self-building of Sport Facilities
for International Development Co-operation projects”

S

port Network, with the cooperation of the Institute for
Co-operation and Basic Habitability (ICHaB), has
developed this manual with the objective of involving the
benefiting communities in the construction of their own
sport facilities. One of the objectives is to reduce costs
paid to construction companies in the area and form a
sense of ownership and care in the community for the
sports facility.
The manual has been written over two years, thanks
to a team of four architects: Itzíar León, Sara Márquez,
Cecilia Izquierdo and María José Pinzón, all alumni of
the Postgraduate course in Development Co-operation for
Third World Human Settlements ICHaB- UNESCO Chair
in Basic Habitability. ICHaB director Julián Salas and
Belén Gesto have both done an amazing job leading this
research project.
Providing these projects with a good quality sports facility
is fundamental. It is the physical component which
accommodates our sport and educational activities,
which, in turn, improve health and integration. With the
guidelines contained in this manual, the working teams
who are involved in developing sport infrastructure will
be able to adjust themselves to the available resources,
adapting the construction processes to guidelines for
environmental, economic, technological and sociocultural
sustainability.

Research projects with the support of OXAID

T

he University of Oxford, United Kingdom, is collaborating with our organisation on two research projects. The
first is about Sport and Health. The second has provided us with a starting framework to tackle the evaluation of
projects relating to Education through Sport.
During several months, there has been a hard-working coordination between Sport Network and the two
international research teams made up of highly qualified students from multidisciplinary areas. The study on Sport
and Health has been coordinated by Miguel Rivier with a team made up of Corinne Goldberg, Dayanna Velarde,
Divia Mattoo and In Woo Jung.
The project relating to the assessment of educational activities through sport has been excellently led by James
Innis who also counted on the cooperation of Sarah Robinson, Sidhant Nahta y Ameline Peterschmitt. We would
like to express our sincere gratitude to all of the members for their determination and resolve and the excellent result
of their research work.
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8. VOLUNTEER WORK

O

ur organisation sees volunteer work as a strong part of our foundations, which we have been carrying out since
starting out. To become a volunteer with Sport Network or to take part in a work experience programme with our
organisation, you can contact us by email at rdc@redeporte.org

Student Work Experience

S

port Network works with universities and diverse schools and postgraduate study centres, accommodating
students in many different areas and projects within our organisation. As part of this activity, we would like to
present Makoto Hiraiwa from the University of Tama in Japan who has been collaborating with Sport Network for
two years and Karla Ramos, currently on placement from a Masters in International Relations at the University of
Guadalajara, Mexico. These are their first hand testimonies of their experiences with us.

“I worked with Sport Network for two years, providing support in the communication
department and projects department. Being a part of Sport Network has taught me the value
of sport, how it can bring an extremely important dose of motivation and excitement to the
lives of children and young people who live in poverty stricken environments. Furthermore,
I have learnt how sport can work effectively in Development Co-operation. Working with
colleagues from very different countries and cultures has helped me with new ideas and
opened my mind. I consider my time at Sport Network as a very important experience in
my life, for which I am very grateful. I hope to be able to help spread Sport Network´s ideas
around the world, and I am sure that a lot of people would like to collaborate with this
organisation”

- Makoto Hiraiwa

“Collaborating with Sport and Cooperation Network has, without doubt, been an incredible
experience, especially having the opportunity to see the operation of the co-operation within
an NGO from a practical aspect, as well as seeing the process of developing a co-operation
project from its conception up to the most practical areas of development and assessment.
The application of the Logical Framework Approach will be a basic tool in my daily life as
I develop as a professional in International Co-operation. I have started to understand the
management of this through my work with Sport Network.
I can conclude that the professional experience with Sport Network has been of incalculable
value to me. It has enriched my education, and had a great impact on me on a personal
level, permitting me to cohabitate and work with a team of volunteers and professionals from
distinct parts of the world, which, with their different cultures and knowledge have made this
experience all the more enriching. To sum up, I have only taken away good memories and
new tools which I will be able to use in my professional career”.

- Karla Ramos
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European Voluntary Service

T

om and Kata have been working with us for a whole year, supporting us in multiple tasks within our
organisation and in the organisation of educational activities, such as in the areas of awareness, sport and
in the department of communication. Both Kata and Tom brought with them bags of enthusiasm and a desire to
learn which has had a favourable effect on programmes carried out by our organisation. We value enormously this
European initiative which is opening doors to new experiences and new cultures which will help to better society.

United Nations Volunteers (UNV) Programme

T

his year the office for United Nations Volunteers has accepted the entry of our organisation as an NGO benefiting
from its programme of support for non-governmental entities. This support is very valuable for the diverse nature
of work that we carry out in the different areas of our organisation.
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10. COMMUNICATION AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook

YouTube

Twitter

Blog

Google+
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Campaign with microdonaciones.net

I

n November 2013 we started our first micro-donations campaign to be able to organise a tournament for the
integration of young people at the risk of exclusion who live in the Community of Madrid. It is our pleasure to
inform our friends that we have achieved our funding objective and the tournament will take place in 2014. Further
information regarding this will be publicised and also published on our website. We have been supported by the
platform www.microdonaciones.net which belongs to Fundación Hazloposible (The Make It Possible Foundation)
We are grateful to everyone who has collectively contributed to achieving this goal and equally grateful to all those
whose help with publicising our project through social media has enabled a greater number of people to find out
about our project. The soccer tournament will work according to the principles and conclusions obtained in the
conference “Racism, Discrimination and Diversity in Soccer” which Sport Network organised on the 25th October.
Soccer represents a fantastic opportunity to celebrate integration and diversity.

Google Non Profits

T

hanks to our subsidiary in the USA, in 2013 we became part of a group of NGOs which benefit from the Google
Non Profits programme. This has enabled us to significantly increase our capacity to advertise ourselves and
position ourselves to carry out campaigns online through Google AdWords

New Monthly Newsletter

I

n 2013 we changed the format of our e-bulletin to make it more intuitive and easier to read. The format will
stay equally as attractive and we hope that all of you who receive it, whether in
English or in Spanish, like it. To subscribe to our newsletter, you can enter your
details at http://redeporte.org/eng/prensa_eng.php or send a short message to our
communication department at prensa@redeporte.org

The documentary “CAR, Return to Nowhere”

S

port Network participated in the making of the documentary “CAR Return
to Nowhere” directed by the filmmaker Alfredo Torrescalle. It addresses the
serious humanitarian problem taking place in the Central African Republic.
The documentary received a great reception at the Human Rights Film Festival
which is held every year in Madrid. Our office in Cameroon, and especially our
representative, Beatriz Gómez, has been key in the logistics and production of the
documentary. You can see the documentary by going to the link https://vimeo.
com/82105571 and entering the password rca.
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Campaign to support Sport
Network through publicity

I

n 2013 we started a campaign to support
Sport Network by putting up a banner or a
printed or digital advert in various formats.
Companies, the media, blogs or websites can
collaborate with us for free by putting up an
advert or a banner for Sport Network with a
link to our website, or by putting up a printed
advert. All of this helps us to increase the
number of members of our organisation and
increases the number of people who get to
know our work and mission. You can access
the campaign and download Sport Network
banners or adverts by clicking here
http://www.redeporte.org/Campa%C3%B1a_
Difusi%C3%B3n.pdf

Social Networks

W

e are present on the most important
social networks. This allows us to be in
direct contact with the people who follow and
support our work. We are especially happy to
have reached ten thousand followers on Twitter
and over five thousand on Facebook. Thank
you everyone!
http://www.redeporte.org/Campa%C3%B1a_
Difusi%C3%B3n.pdf

Wikipedia

Y

ou can now find Sport Network on Wikipedia, the most important collaborative projective for enhancing knowledge
in the world and the encyclopaedia par excellence on the internet. A considerable amount of work has gone into
achieving this and for this reason we are especially grateful to our colleague Tom. You can find us now on the Spanish
version of Wikipedia.
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Together we promote the sport to improve education,
health and integration of children and young people most in need.
www.redeporte.org
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11. MEMBERS OF INSTITUTIONS AND NETWORKS
Sport Network, member of Soccer
for Hope

S

port Network is a new member of the FIFA programme
Soccer for Hope, through our subsidiary in Cameroon.
FIFA has recognised our track record in supporting the
development of the community through soccer, and from
this moment, our organisation is able to opt to receive
technical and financial support from FIFA, initially only for our
programmes in Cameroon.
Sport Network had the opportunity to meet up with the team
from the Corporate Social Responsibility department in FIFA’s
Zurich offices, with a view to implement further opportunities
for cooperation in the future. We absolutely hope to take a
leap forward in terms of quality with this partnership to benefit
young people who have been excluded or are at risk of being
so, with the thing that excites and motivates them the most,
soccer.

Sport Network, entity analysed by Fundación Lealtad

S

port Network has now been certified by Fundación Lealtad, a Spanish organisation which started up 12
years ago to promote society’s trust in NGOs. It works as an independent body to evaluate NGOs and certify
transparency and good practice.
Sport Network started being evaluated in 2012, and this year the evaluation ended, resulting in a highly
satisfactory pass. All of the necessary information was passed on in order to correctly evaluate all of our activities,
staff, financial information and other detailed information. Here you can see the results and a detailed list of the
principles fulfilled by the NGO.

Members of
Beyond Sport
In 2013, Sport Network
became part of a group
of sport entities registered
with this umbrella
organisation. This allows
us to be in contact with
organisations around the
world to strengthen links
for collaboration and
research along with new
social initiatives through
sport.
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Collaboration Agreement with the Atlético de Madrid Foundation

S

port Network has signed a Framework Agreement of Collaboration with the Foundation which belongs to
the Madrid club in order to combine our efforts in the development of programmes of support through sport,
especially to benefit vulnerable young people. The agreement will start by supporting Sport Network’s activities in
Cameroon through the donation of sports equipment and the prompt development of sports activities and leadership
skills for young people using the methodology of the Atlético de Madrid Foundation. The signing of this agreement
coincides with the extraordinary campaign that the Madrid club is leading in all of its competitions, which we are
very happy about.

Collaboration Agreement with Guadalajara University

I

n 2013 we signed a collaboration agreement with Guadalajara University in Mexico. This prestigious centre will
send students for work experience at Sport Network over the coming years. This will be an opportunity to promote
our mission to improve the lives of young people at risk and will also be fantastic work and life experience for the
Mexican students. Furthermore, there is the possibility of developing projects together in the countries where our
organisation is working. This agreement previously benefitted Alonso Berrelleza, and later in 2013, Karla Ramos
and Alejandra Enciso who completed their experience over several months with Sport Network. We are awaiting the
next group with open arms.

Agreement with the Spanish Handball Player’s Association (AJBM)

W

e have signed an agreement with this organisation which defends the interests of handball players in
order to encourage educational initiatives in the official competitions and summer camps which the AJBM
organises. Claudio Gómez Navarro has been the intermediary who brought about the agreement. This milestone
was especially significant in the year in which Los Hispanos (the nickname adopted by our national team) were
declared World Champions. A big congratulations to them and we hope their run of success continues in the future!

Equatorial Guinea Swimming Federation

S

port Network has started a Collaborative Framework with the Equatorial Guinea Swimming Federation to
promote and introduce the practice of this sport in schools within this country. Equatorial Guinea is a costal
country as much on the mainland as on Bioko Island and its geography is divided up by rivers. The majority of
the population do not have the skills available to teach young people to enjoy their beaches and rivers safely. The
lack of swimming ability is also a risk for those who earn their living through traditional fishing or at sea. This has
persuaded both of our institutions to coordinate our efforts and with an initiative from Mr Antonio Ddomo, President
of the Federation, and Daniel Momese, Federation Manager, we plan to start an experimental programme to develop
swimming in schools in Equatorial Guinea.
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12. LOOKING TOWARDS 2014, MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT, CRISTINA DÍAZ

Dear friends of Sport Network,
2013 has been an intense year of activity for our organisation. We are living in a period of transformation which
we must adapt to and although the economic resources dedicated to co-operation have dwindled, there are
some things which we are not lacking; hope, effort and motivation, which is our mission. It is time to begin new
associations with civil society to enable us to mutually strengthen one another, and in this sense, 2013 has set an
excellent precedent which we hope to continue next year.
From my experience and enormous involvement with the soccer clubs (the key players for our organisation),
I have seen that most people are willing to each make their own contribution to strengthen our organisation’s
mission, just as they have done before. The members of our Board have seen the level of commitment given by the
staff and team of volunteers at Sport Network on various occasions during 2013 and I must show my enormous
gratitude for the work done by the whole team.
In the congress dedicated to the fight against racism, I can personally vouch for the fact that the rest of the social
organisations which we arranged to meet at INEF are prepared to join our efforts and are aware that behind this test
lies a great opportunity.
Next year one of the most important global events will take place, the soccer World Cup which will be held in
Brazil. In comparison with the South American giants, our social challenges are enormous, but opportunities such
as Sport Network becoming part of the Soccer for Hope movement are milestones which we have to take advantage
of. We will keep accepting the challenge and the enormous opportunity for growth at the moment, because the
value of our work still outweighs the problems we have faced over the last few years.
2014 will also be a very significant time for Sport and Cooperation Network since it will be our fifteenth anniversary.
I can assure you that there will be some activities organised to mark this important milestone. I would like to
express my gratitude to all those who support us and send my best wishes for the next World Cup.
Best wishes,
Cristina Díaz
President of the Sport and Cooperation Network Foundation
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13. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I would like to seize the opportunity here to recognise the extremely high value of the support we received from the
numerous volunteers and work experience students during 2013. Without their help we would not have been able
to achieve our goals. Their contribution is crucial in improving our society and the disadvantaged communities in
the developing countries where we work. Their assistance is indispensible in a value chain, of which they are at the
very top. We would like to especially thank the following people:
We have been lucky to have the support of Makoto Hiraiwa in our Madrid office, which has left a permanent
footprint at our organisation. We are sure that his links with Sport Network will continue from Japan.
Tom Vahid and Kata Spaics, leading in the Communication department. Both have taken the reins in organising the
congresses for our organisation, especially the Congress on soccer and the fight against racism.
Christina Izquierdo and Carlos Martínez de Baños have completed numerous translations for us.
Internationally, we are especially grateful to África Coloma for the excellent work on our project in Cameroon.
We also need to thank the work of Alejandro Corchado and Esmeralda Blanco, for the support with the Scout
programme which we have accomplished in Cameroon, as well as Pura Ventura, voluntary scout in Cameroon.
Miguel and Lidia have spent several months in Zambia and their work has left a positive mark in the City of Hope.
Xabier Martin Nebreda has given his all for the young people of India in a programme which we carried out there.
Jorge Mowinckel has supported us in developing sport activities in Africa and strengthening ties with sport
institutions.
José Ortega has been our strongest link in helping us to make sure sports equipment arrives to thousands of
children in Mali.
Beatriz Blanco and Anna Barba, with whom we have managed to take a giant leap in terms of quality thanks to
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their great designs for our promotional material.
José Méndez has shown total commitment and availabity within the communication department and always with a
smile on his face.
Milagros Raigada and Leila Natsheh have been indispensable to us with their support for activities in the Middle
East.
Manuela Voos has done commendable work for Sport Network, showing total professionalism in organising the
Charity Race for The Aguirre School to benefit our programme in Zambia.
Alejandra Enciso, Karla Ramos and Micah Sokolsky have made excellent contributions in our Projects department.
Violeta Rodríguez, a Mexican work experience student from the European University of Madrid has helped us to
make an action plan to gain support from the private sector
Karla, Alejandra, Violeta and Alonso have provided Sport Network with their experience and knowledge which has
enabled us to work in their native country, Mexico, in the near future.
Alberto Ortiz has been key in the smooth operation of the Human Resources department.
Daniel Barón Domínguez and Anton Ergrafov, the latter a work experience student from the French university, La
Rochelle, have been an invaluable support in the Administration Department.
Paula Folbrechtova, from the Czech Republic will obviously be a great voluntary worker in the future, just as she
has demonstrated in the months she has spent supporting us in the Projects Department, with her high level of
professionalism and big smile.
Bernardo Cañas and Patricia de Vera, work experience students studying for the Masters in International
Cooperation at Comillas University, have done an impeccable job in the Projects Department.
Thank you everyone for your invaluable contribution!
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15. CONTACT INFORMATION

Sport Network, Main Office
C/ Nuestra Señora del Pilar, 4. Primero
28100 Alcobendas (Madrid)
Tel. + (34) 913 100 214
rdc@redeporte.org

Red Deporte – USA
210 Gaywood Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21212. USA
usa@redeporte.org

Red Deporte – ZAMBIA
City of Hope
Blue Boer Road (Makeni)
P.O.Box 31.151 – Lusaka. Zambia
zambia@redeporte.org

Red Deporte – CAMERÚN
Quartier Tindamba, (sis à côte de l’Eglise St. Joseph)
Bertoua. Camerún
afernandez@redeporte.org
You can help us by making a donation in one of the following bank accounts:
La Caixa: 2100 5478 72 0200073381
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